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From The Ground Up 

It feels like spring has arrived, but I’m still suspicious that we are experiencing fake spring! If 

you want to start planting, just be sure you have a back-up plan in case we do get a cold snap.  

We have a lot of classes and events coming up, make sure to RSVP to reserve your spot since 

classes are filling up quickly! Happy Gardening! 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jessica Bessin,  

Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture  

                                                          NOTICE 

Public Notification of Procedure for Filing a Complaint: 

The Cooperative Extension Service prohibits discrimination in its programs and employment on the basis of race, 
color, age, religion, gender, disability, or national origin. 

To initiate a complaint at the college level, contact Tim West in the Business Office at 859-257-3879. At the 
University level, Terry Allen and Patty Bender in the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity  
(859-257-8927) may be contacted. Additionally, employee or clientele complaints involving any research or 

extension sponsored program or activity may be directed to the USDA, Director Office of Civil Rights,  
Room 326-W Whitten Bldg., 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 (202-720-5964). 

Why Grow Your Own Transplants? 

 One of the first benefits of growing your own transplants is having the varieties you want when you want to 
plant them. The flip side of that coin is quality. If you can’t provide good growing conditions, particularly plenty of 
bright light for growing seedlings, the quality of your homegrown plants may not be all you desire. The big 
advantage of growing transplants yourself is the wide choice of varieties available in seed. If you plant the seeds at 
the appropriate time and the seedlings grow well for you, you can have transplants that are just the right size for 
planting in the garden at just the right time. You can have cool weather crops like broccoli and kohlrabi to plant 
early in the spring and again in midsummer for a fall crop. You can have warm weather crops like tomatoes for 
planting after the danger of frost is past.  

 For indoor growing, sow seeds in a plant tray containing an artificial growing medium of peat moss and 
perlite available at garden centers. Enclose the seeded trays in a plastic bag or container and keep them at room 
temperature until seedlings begin to emerge.  Remove the plastic and transfer the trays to suitable growing areas. 
The average windowsill is one location for growing plants, but it usually does not get enough light. So, you have to 
use artificial light to supplement. Use cool white fluorescent lamps alone, a mixture of cool white and warm white 
fluorescent lamps, or a mixture of cool white and plant growth fluorescent lamps. Locate the lamps 5 to 10 inches 
from the foliage and operate them 12 to 18 hours/day. Be sure to keep seedlings cool enough (60° to 65°F) for 
strong, sturdy growth after they germinate.  

 Plants should be “hardened off ” about two weeks before planting them in 
the garden. This  toughens the plants so that they can withstand the outside 
environment. To start this process, begin exposing them to lower temperatures. 
One way is to take your transplants outside in the day time and bring them in at 
night. However, don’t let them get caught in a frost. Reduce your watering and 
fertilizing of transplants to help “hardening off ” about one week before 
transplanting.  Source: ID-128 Home Vegetable Gardening Guide  In Kentucky. 

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!!! 

Fort Harrod Garden Club (Starting Seeds and Seed Swap)- March 7th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM  

If you would like to receive a text reminder about our garden club please call 859-734-4378. 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training -  Mercer County Extension Office , March 9th at 10:00 AM or 6:00 PM & 

March 14th  at 10:00 AM  

If you are planning to purchase any restricted –use pesticides you need to attend this training. Certification is free 

and lasts for three years. The training program will take around 2 hours. To sign up, or for questions, please call the 

Extension Office at 859-734-4378. 

Gardening 101-March 9th, Mercer County Library 12:00 PM  

Bring your lunch and join us at the library as we discuss the basics of gardening! 

County Extension Council Meeting-March 9th, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM 

Insect Club - March 15th, Mercer County Extension Office 3:30-5:00 PM 

This club is for youth (9-12 year olds) interested in learning all about insects and the environment.  

Farm City Dinner– March 20th, The Stable at the Mercer County Fairgrounds 6:00 PM 

See insert for more details.  

Farmers Market Scale Inspections-  March 20th, Mercer County Extension Office  

All scales should be dropped by Friday, March 17th at 4:30 PM.                                                                                                         

Scales will be ready for pick-up on Tuesday, March 21st.  

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club – March 27th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest updates and announcements! 

WIC/Senior Voucher Training for Farmers Market– April 6th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:00 PM 

If you are interested in accepting WIC/Senior vouchers at the market this year you need to attend this training. 

Please RSVP by April 3rd by calling 859-734-4378. 

 

Mercer County Conservation Office Tree Giveaway! 

Mercer County Conservation District will be conducting its annual spring tree seedling giveaway for all Mercer 

County landowners. This year, the seedlings will include Bald Cypress, White Oak, Flowering Dogwood, Northern 

Red Oak, Yellow Poplar,  White Pine & Persimmon. The 3,400 seedlings on hand are one to two years old and will 

be bagged in small groups. Planting instructions will be provided to each individual. The seedling giveaway will 

begin during the week of  March 27th at the Mercer County Conservation Office. For more information call  Linda 

Lake at 859-734-4326 extension 3 or visit the 

Mercer County Conservation Office  located at: 

227 Morris Dr. Harrodsburg, KY 40330  

 Office hours are 8:00 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. Daffodils 

 I love daffodils! Every spring I wish I had been more on top of it in the fall and 

planted more.  Daffodils are easy to grow, long lasting, need little care and are rabbit free 

since the bulbs are poisonous.  

 Daffodils like sunny well drained areas. They do well under deciduous trees but not 

under pine trees. Make a note now of perfect spots for daffodils. They are good companions 

to ornamental grasses, groundcovers, wildflowers and hostas. Plant them around shrubs 

in landscape beds. Once the flowers fade, remove the spent flowers, but leave the leaves 

until they yellow naturally. The leaves produce food for next year's flowering. It is fine, 

but not ideal, to braid, rubber band or otherwise try to hide the leaves. If needed, fertilize daffodils after flowering 

with  10-10-10.  

 The dazzling diversity of daffodils includes 25 species of Narcissus with about 13,000 listed cultivars. You 

should be able to find one you like. There are 13 divisions of daffodils according to the American Daffodil Society. I 

suggest visiting their website if you are a true daffodil lover. Source: Illinois Horticulture Extension  

One of my favorite varieties  

of daffodils Tahiti 



Spring Lawn Care Reminders 

• New yards need to be seeded by late March. 

• By Mid-March you can start applying herbicides to 

help control broadleaf weeds like chickweed, 

plantain, and dandelions. 

• Avoid spring and summer fertilization. This can 

cause excessive top growth  which can reduce 

resistance to drought and heat during the summer. 

•  Crabgrass pre-emergence herbicides can be 

applied in March. A good indicator plant for when 

crabgrass is germinating is when the forsythias are 

blooming. 

• Wait until mid-May to apply white grub control. 

• Don’t apply lime unless your lawn needs it.  




