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Did you know… 
Out of all 12 months of the year, September 
is spelled with the most letters. It contains 
nine letters, and it happens to be the ninth 
month of the year. No other months have 
the same amount of letters as their number 
in the calendar year. 
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September 1  Labor Day, Extension Office Closed 
September 4    Mercer County Agriculture Field Day, Unity Farms 
September 4               Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 6 PM 
September 8    Feeder Calf Grading School, Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington 
September 9    4-H/FFA Youth Investment Livestock Sale, The Stable 
September 11   Mercer County Agriculture Field Day rain date 
September 14-20  All in for Ag Education Week 
September 16   Horses & Horsemen: Farm & Facilities Expo, Big Creek Livestock, 5 PM 
September 16   4-H/FFA Youth Investment Ham Sale, The Stable 
September 20   UK Beef Bash, C Oran Little Research Farm, Versailles 
September 20-21  Shaker Village Harvest Fest 10 AM – 4 PM 
September 25  Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 10am or 6pm 
September 26   Southern States Customer Appreciation Day, 11 AM-2 PM 
 
October 2          Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 
October 4          Harvest, Home & Table Fair 
October 21       Kentucky Beef Conference, Fayette County Extension Office 
October 23       Mercer County Cattlemen’s Association Annual Meeting, 6:30 PM 
October 24       Shaker Village Trick or Treat, 4:30-7:00pm 
October 26-November 1       UK One Health Week 
October 28       Grazing School, Clark County Extension Office 
October 29       Advanced Grazing School, Mercer County Extension Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Hay Testing Even More Important in 2025 
Dr. Chris Teutsch, UK Research and Education Center at Princeton 
In many parts of Kentucky first cutting hay was delayed. Although yields were good, forage quality is 
another story. As the grass plant reaches maturity (gets mature seed) yield goes up, but quality decreases 
(Figure 1). This year we were on the right side of 
this figure, good yield but lower quality. We have 
already got our hay testing results back from the 
lab for our first cutting and that is exactly what they show (Table 1). 
I wish we could have been more timely in our hay harvest this 
spring but weather conditions were just not conducive to dry hay 
harvest. In fact, weather records indicate that we are seeing a trend 
toward fewer baling days in May (baling day = 3 curing days + 1 
harvest day). It is just getting tougher to be timely with our first 
cutting harvested as dry hay. So, the question becomes, what do 
we do? The list of practical solutions is short; in fact, there is really 
one viable alternative and that is baleage. High quality baleage can 
be made with a curing window as short as 2 days (one day to mow 
and wilt and a second day to bale and wrap). This provides more 
opportunities to harvest at the correct stage of maturity (late boot to early head). 

 
 
Hay Testing Even More Important in Wet Years 
In years like this one, hay testing becomes even more important. Since most of Kentucky’s first cutting 
hay was put up at an advanced stage of maturity, testing is going to be a critical part of making sure that 
we meet the nutrient requirements of our cows this winter. The single most important factor impacting 
rebreeding in cow herds is body condition at calving. To design an effective supplementation program for our lower 
quality hay, we must know what the quality is.  If you have never tested your hay, this is the year to start! 
  

 
Wildfires in Kentucky                                                   

By Simone Lewis - National Weather Service Charleston, WV 

When most people think of wildfires, images of raging fires in the western United States often come to 
mind. But did you know that wildfires also occur in Kentucky? In fact, the state of Kentucky averages over 
1,400 wildfires a year. Most of these are caused by humans, with arson the leading cause. However, 
many are also accidental, the result of sparks from outdoor equipment, or embers escaping from burning 
debris. In this article, we will examine Kentucky’s fire seasons and the weather conditions that lead to an 
enhanced risk of wildfires, and get acquainted with some of the products that the National Weather 
Service issues to alert the public and land managers of adverse fire weather conditions. 

The state of Kentucky has two wildfire seasons: one in the spring (February 15th to April 30th), and 
another in the fall (October 1st to December 15th). During these two seasons, the combination of dead or 
dying vegetation (often referred to as “fuels”), combined with often dry (low relative humidity) and windy 
weather, create a perfect storm for the spread of wildfires. In addition, the lack of a significant leaf canopy 
allows the sunlight to penetrate the forest floor easier, leading to increased drying of the already dead or 
dying vegetation (especially fuels that are susceptible to drying quickly such as leaves and grasses). Both 
seasons often see a lack of significant rainfall (particularly the fall), which can lead to an increase in the 
susceptibility of vegetation to burn, particularly if drought conditions were already in place. 

The NWS issues a variety of products to assist with wildfire management, including routine fire weather 
forecasts that highlight the development of adverse fire weather conditions, fire weather watches and 
warnings, site specific “spot” forecasts that can be used for prescribed burns and active suppression 
efforts, and even on-site meteorologist support in the case of larger incidents. Many NWS offices also 
have dedicated fire weather pages that anyone can access. Information often found on these pages 
includes, but is not limited to, a daily fire weather forecast and discussion, fire weather outlook maps, and 
links displaying the current and forecast fire danger for your area.   

Understanding the products the NWS issues to highlight adverse fire weather is imperative to stop the 
ignition and spread of wildfires. When favorable fire weather conditions are forecast, the NWS will often 
issue fire weather watches or red flag warnings to alert land managers, and the public of the risk of 
wildfires. A fire weather watch is issued generally 24-72 hours in advance to alert of the potential for 
dangerous fire weather conditions to develop. Whereas a red flag warning means that dangerous fire 
weather conditions are ongoing or expected to develop shortly (generally within 24 hours of issuance). 
Whether you are under a fire weather watch or red flag warning, caution should be used when dealing 
with anything that could start a wildfire, and open burning of any type should be avoided. In addition to 
these products, the NWS will also often issue air quality alerts, in coordination with environmental 
agencies, when unhealthy levels of air pollution are expected from wildfire smoke. 

Lastly, in addition to staying informed of the latest fire weather forecast and conditions in your area, there 
are other things that you can do to help mitigate the threat of wildfires. These include clearing dead 
vegetation from your property, adhering to local burn bans and laws, and avoiding burning on days when 
the wildfire threat is high. If you do choose to burn, do not leave a fire unattended, and have a water 
source nearby should your fire escape. Lastly, call 911 if you see a wildfire or a fire you are attending to 
gets out of control. By staying informed of the weather conditions, and practicing common sense safety 
measures, you can help keep Kentucky safe and beautiful, for yourself and your fellow Kentuckians.  

 



 
 

 BQCA Trainings  
Thursday, September 25th, 10am OR 6pm 
Mercer County Extension Office     
RSVP required by calling 859-734-4378 
 
What is Beef Quality and Care Assurance?  
The Kentucky Beef Quality & Care Assurance (BQCA) Program is based on recommended national 
guidelines and scientific research. This program enables beef and dairy producers to enhance their 
product, maximize marketability and strengthen consumer confidence. Kentucky Beef Quality and 
Care Assurance takes national BQA practices one step further to provide the best program for 
Kentucky producers. The BQCA program adds a cattle handling and care component to the training 
model. Educational modules provide the best management practices for handling cattle and providing 
their well-being, while also training on the core principles of BQCA. 


