
 

  

   

BQCA Training  
Mercer County Extension Office, RSVP required  
Monday, October 16, 10:00am OR 6:00pm 

     The Kentucky Beef Quality & Care Assurance (BQCA) Program is based on 
recommended national guidelines and scientific research. This program enables 
beef and dairy producers to enhance their product, maximize marketability and 
strengthen consumer confidence.  

    Kentucky Beef Quality and Care Assurance takes national BQA practices one step further to provide the 
best program for Kentucky producers. The BQCA program adds a cattle handling and care component to the 
training model. Educational modules provide the best management practices for handling cattle and providing 
their well-being, while also training on the core principles of BQA.  
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On October 11th and 12th, the Woodford County Research Farm will 
be hosting the UK AI and Pregnancy Diagnosis school. Dr. Les 

Anderson and partners from Select Sires Midamerica will be leading 
instruction on proper AI procedure as well as pregnancy diagnosis. 
Class will begin at 10 am each day and end at 4 pm. Lunch will be 

provided. The cost is $400.00.  
 

Those who are interested can register and pay online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/university-

of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167?aff=oddtdtcreator  

If attendees would like to register and pay with check or have any other questions, please contact 

Tyler Purvis via email at tapu228@uky.edu or call 859-257-7512. 

 

Tracking the First Fall Freeze  

by Derrick Snyder - National Weather Service Paducah, KY 

As the calendar moves into October, nights continue to become longer, leaves begin to turn color, 

and first frosts and freezes begin to occur. The first freeze of the fall typically marks the end of the 

growing season. As shown on the map below, most locations across the Commonwealth typically see 

their first freeze of the season during the latter half of October into the early days of November.  

 

Frost can often develop 

on plants even when 

thermometers show the 

temperature to be a few 

degrees above freezing. 

This is because most 

thermometers are 

mounted several feet 

above the ground, and the 

temperature a few inches 

from the ground can be 

colder than what a 

thermometer reads.  

These most often occurs 

on clear nights with calm 

winds.  

To protect your plants 

from frosts and freezes, consider taking preventive measures like covering them with tarps or 

blankets in the evening before temperatures drop. This can help trap the ground heat and provide 

insulation. Additionally, placing mulch around the base of plants can help retain soil warmth. If 

possible, relocate potted plants indoors or to a sheltered area. Watering the plants before the onset of 

frost can also provide a slight protective effect, as water releases heat as it freezes, helping to 

moderate the immediate environment around the plants. 
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October 5      Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 

October 14      KY Sheep and Goat Producer Conference, Boyle County 

October 16      Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 10 AM OR 6 PM 

October 20  Central KY Hay Contest Deadline 

October 24  Mercer County Cattlemen’s Association Annual Meeting, 6:30pm 

October 24  Fort Harrod Goat Association Meeting, Boyle County Extension Office, 6:30pm  

October 26     Kentucky Beef Conference, Fayette County 

 

November 2-16  North American International Livestock Expo, Louisville 

November 2        Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 

November 5        Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 7        Fencing School, Scott County 

November 9        Mercer County Extension Council Meeting, 5 PM 

November 21     Fort Harrod Goat Association Meeting, 6:30 PM 

November 22-29  National Farm City Week 

November 23-24  Extension Office Closed, Happy Thanksgiving 
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