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Did you know that Americans consume the 
most ice cream and vanilla is America’s 

favorite ice cream flavor? 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kentucky Tornado History 

Tony Edwards – National Weather Service Charleston, WV 

 
Here’s some Bluegrass state tornado facts that blow your mind - pun intended! 

 
● Well over 1,000 tornadoes have hit the Bluegrass State since 1950!  And that’s just counting the ones 

we know about.  Many more have occurred but gone unreported to the National Weather Service. 
● While tornadoes are much more common in central and western Kentucky, every one of Kentucky’s 

120 counties has had at least one documented tornado. 
● Tornadoes occur most frequently from March through June, but they have occurred in every month of 

the year. 
● While tornadoes typically occur between 3 pm and 10pm, they have occurred during every hour of the 

day.  The ones that occur during the nighttime hours can be especially dangerous. 
● The longest tracked tornado to strike Kentucky occurred on December 10, 2021.  The tornado first 

struck Obion County, TN before crossing into Fulton County, KY.  The tornado, which reached EF4 
intensity with peak winds of up to 190 mph, covered a track of over 165 miles in about three hours, 
claiming 57 lives and injuring over 500 people. 

● The strongest tornado you can get is one that is rated a five on the Fujita Tornado Intensity Scale.  
There have only been two F5 tornadoes to strike Kentucky and they both occurred on April 3, 1974.  
One struck Breckinridge and Meade Counties and another occurred in Boone County. 

● Unfortunately, 222 Kentuckians have lost their lives in tornadoes since 1950 with over 3700 injuries and 
over four billion dollars in property damage! 

 
The good news is that the National Weather Service has meteorologists on staff 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year, keeping a lookout for severe weather and tornadoes. We issue outlooks, watches and 
warnings that keep you informed of the potential for severe weather.  Severe weather outlooks are produced 
by the Storm Prediction Center and can be accessed online or in our Hazardous Weather Outlook product on 
NOAA Weather Radio.  Severe Thunderstorm and/or Tornado Watches are issued when environmental 
conditions are supportive of severe weather and/or tornadoes.  You may get the notification that a Watch has 
been issued and look outside and see the sun shining.  However, that Watch is telling you to get a plan in 
place as severe weather and/or tornadoes could soon threaten.  Warnings are issued when severe weather 
and/or tornadoes are happening or about to happen.  Warnings mean to take action and to get to your safe 
place!  
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June is National Dairy Month 
June 3                  Sheep/Goat Production 101, 6 PM 
June 8                  Harrodsburg 250th Parade 
June 13-15         Harrodsburg 250th Festival 
June 15  Vintage Dad’s Day, Shaker Village, Mercer County Cattlemen’s Concessions 
June 19               Juneteenth, Extension Office Closed 
June 20               Summer Begins 
June 27               UK Pest Management Field Day 
 
July 1   Fair Entry website opens 
July 4   Independence Day, Extension Office Closed 
July 12-13  KFB Generation Bridge Leadership Summit, Somerset 
July 21   Mercer County Dairy Show 
July 22-27  197th Mercer County Fair & Horse Show 
July 29   Mercer County Beef Show 
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