
 

 

  

   

 

 

UK Beef Management Webinar Series 8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT         
January 9, 2024   Management decisions that impact reproductive efficiency in beef herds – George 
Perry, Professor, Texas A&M University  
February 13, 2024    What's the Cost of a Cheap Mineral – Katie VanValin, Assistant Extension Professor, 
University of Kentucky  

UK Beef Management Webinar Series on Tuesday, January 9! We are fortunate to have Dr. George Perry 
from Texas A&M University join us and present on “Management decisions that impact reproductive efficiency 
in beef herds”. Dr. Perry is a renowned reproductive physiologist that is doing groundbreaking work on applied 
management practices that impact a producers’ ability to get cows bred. There is no doubt that you will benefit 
from this presentation. We will wrap up the winter session next month with Dr. VanValin covering “What's the 
Cost of a Cheap Mineral” on February 13th. Let me know if you have any questions or need additional 
information. Remember, once you are registered you will get a Zoom invitation the morning of each session 
with the link and password. If you would like to get registered send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef 
Webinar Series in the Subject and your name and county in the message. All registered producers will get your 
Zoom invitation the morning of the presentation. This invitation will directly link you to the site and you will be 
asked for the password which can be found just below the link. Each session will be recorded and posted for 
later viewing. 

 The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to 
education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made available 

in languages other than English. 
  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational 

Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity 
Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture 

Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main 
Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.   

Linda McClanahan, Mercer County Agent 
for Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Agriculture Natural Resources 
Newsletter 

January, 2024  

Mercer County 
1007 Lexington Road 

Harrodsburg, KY  40330 
(859) 734-4378 

mercer.ca.uky.edu 
linda.mcclanahan@uky.edu 

mailto:dbullock@uky.edu


Forecasting Winter Storms - What a Headache! 
Tony Edwards – National Weather Service Charleston, WV 
 
When I was a child - probably by around 7 years old - I knew I wanted to be a 
meteorologist.  I was infatuated with the weather.  To my mother’s dismay, The 
Weather Channel was a mainstay on our TV and I even kept a log of the weather 
each day.  My uncle worked for the Department of Highways and had to drive a snow 

plow each winter.  I loved winter, he hated it.  I remember one conversation with him distinctly.  He told me that 
when I grew up to be a meteorologist, he wanted me to get all of the meteorologists in the area on the same 
page with forecasting winter storms.  He was so tired of watching the different “opinions” of how much snow we 
were going to get on each evening TV weather broadcast.  For him, the differing opinions made it very hard to 
do his job.  I’m sure many others around our region also wonder “why is it so hard to forecast how much snow 
is going to fall?” 

Forecasting snow amounts is one of the hardest things we have to do as meteorologists.  First off, we have to 
get the temperature forecast right.  Not just the temperature at the surface, where there’s plenty of 
thermometers, but we also have to forecast the temperature accurately throughout the atmosphere up through 
the cloud layer.  There are very few ways to get accurate temperature measurements above the ground, so we 
have to rely on imperfect computer models for this part of the forecast.  The temperature and how it varies from 
inside the clouds down to the ground determines the consistency of the snow, or how wet and sticky vs. dry 
and fluffy it is.  We also have to accurately forecast how much liquid will fall during the storm.  For instance, 0.5 
inches of liquid vs. 0.7 inches could make the difference of several inches of snow in some cases.  This is 
probably the second hardest thing we have to do!  Finally, we have to get the storm track correct.  A low-
pressure system tracking as little as 25 miles off course can mean the difference between a foot of snow or no 
snow for your location!  All of these are important considerations for a forecast just featuring snow.  It gets 
exponentially MORE complicated if the forecast includes other types of precipitation such as freezing rain or 
sleet.  All of these variables create uncertainty in the forecast and, unfortunately, humans aren’t the best at 
dealing with uncertainty. 

It’s been at least 30 years since I had that conversation with my uncle and unfortunately, I’ve failed him 
miserably!  He still has to wade through differing opinions on how much snow is going to fall when he gets his 
forecast information.  To be honest, the atmosphere is just too complicated and we may never be able to 
completely accurately forecast winter storms. Despite the complications, we can still plan for the possible 
impacts.  Here’s a few tips to help you be as prepared as possible when snow is forecast: 

● When the weather forecast REALLY matters, don’t rely on a phone app!  Get your forecast from a local 
source, whether it be from the National Weather Service or your local TV meteorologist.  The forecast 
from most apps is computer-model generated with no local human input.  That’s fine for figuring out if 
you need to wear a coat, but not for when your life could depend on it! 

● If you see vastly different opinions on how much snow is expected for your location, then you can 
guess that it’s just a complicated forecast and plan for the worst-case scenario you hear.  If you flip 
through the channels and see all of the meteorologists having the same opinion on how much snow will 
fall and the timing, you can have more confidence in the forecast. 

● Finally, put together an Emergency Kit for your home and automobile.  You’ll at least want 72 hours of 
food, water and prescriptions 
in your home kit and some 
basic tools and supplies for 
your automobile.  Check out 
Ready.gov for some great 
ideas on what to include in 
those kits. 
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Thursday, January 18, 2024 
Sloan Convention Center 

1021 Wilkinson Trace, Bowling Green 

AGENDA (all times are central) 
7:00 a.m.   EARLY RISER SESSION W/BREAKFAST 

Myron Stine 
8:30 a.m. Registration and Trade Show Open 

9:30 a.m. Marketing Session 
Matt Bennett 

11:00 am   Lunch/Keynote 
Eric Snodgrass 

                  Remarks from Kentucky Ag Commissioner Jonathan Shell 
1:00 p.m. Kentucky Soybean Association Annual Meeting 

2:00 p.m. Kentucky Corn Growers Association Annual Meeting, Council Report 
3:00 p.m. Kentucky Small Grain Growers Association Annual Meeting, Council Report 

3:45 p.m. Research Highlights 
6:00 p.m. Grower Appreciation Reception 

6:30 p.m. Awards CELEBRATION 
 

FREE registration - http://www.kycommodityconference.org/register.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kycommodityconference.org%2Fregister.html&data=05%7C02%7Cann.ashford%40uky.edu%7C7ececcd4d8364f51b48a08dc0244573e%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638387739760017075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=56CMCuLNvAi0mL69CIjooxVizO5bTXyyUId%2FdCykYT0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 9           Mercer County Extension District Board Meeting, 5 PM 
January 11-12   KY Cattlemen’s Association Convention, Lexington 
January 15         Martin Luther King Day, Extension Office Closed 
January 17         Area Produce Growers Meeting, Lincoln County 
January 18         Kentucky Commodity Conference, Bowling Green 
January 18         Pastures Please Meeting, Scott County Extension Office, 5:30 PM 
January 22         Cattle Management Meeting, 6:30 PM 
January 23         Central KY Ag Lenders Conference, Fayette County Extension Office 
January 25         Area Forage Meeting, Boyle County Extension Office, 6:00 PM 
January 30         Area Grain Crops Meeting, Boyle County Extension Office, 6:00 PM 

February 1         UK Winter Wheat Meeting, Hopkinsville 
February 8         KY Alfalfa & Stored Forages Conference, Bowling Green 
February 14-17 National Farm Machinery Show, Louisville 
February 19      Area Backgrounders Meeting, Boyle County Extension Office, 6:00 PM 
February 27-28 KY Dairy Partners Meeting, Bowling Green 
February 29      Area Tobacco Meeting, Garrard County Extension Office, 6:00 PM 
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