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Did you know? The State Fair was cancelled in 1942 and 1943 due to WW2, and officials 
held several meetings to discuss possible uses for the fairgrounds.  One possibility floated 

in 1943, involved transforming the 4-H Club Building into a wartime venereal disease 
hospital with a 400-bed capacity. Fair officials were worried about such dramatic changes 
to the property delaying the return of the fair after the war ― and they weren’t wrong. In 
1944 and 1945, the fairgrounds operated as a defense site during the war, and the State 

Fair moved to the infield at Churchill Downs for both of those years. 
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August 5 Mercer County Extension District Board Meeting, 5pm 
August 7 Mercer CAIP Application Deadline 
August 8      Mercer County Extension Council Summer Extension Expo, 5-7pm 
August 10    Mercer Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting, Devine’s Corn Maze 
August 15 Master Cattleman Program registration deadline 
 
August 15-25    120th KY State Fair, Louisville 
 
September 3     Central KY Master Cattlemen program starts 
September 5     Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7pm 
September 5     UK Horses & Horsemen: Farm & Facilities Expo, River Mountain Farm  4-8pm  
September 12  Mercer County Agriculture Field Day, Stephen Goodlett Farm 
September 19   Mercer County Agriculture Field Day Rain Date 
September 28-29 Harvest Fest, Shaker Village 
 
 
 
 
 

August 15 – 25, 2024 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be Safe During Lightning by Brandon Peloquin, National Weather Service – Wilmington, DE 
 
      According to The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in the last ten years (2013-2023), five lightning 
fatalities have been reported in Kentucky, along with 25 injuries. One of those fatalities occurred just last year, when a 39-year 
old male was struck and killed by lightning just south of Sherburne in Bath County while bailing hay. Also in 2023, two boys 
sustained injuries from a lightning strike on a golf course in Lexington.  
      During the summer months, 
thunderstorms are much more common 
across the Commonwealth and this makes 
lightning awareness and preparedness much 
more important. There are two catchy phrases 
that can help you remember the most 
important message in lightning safety: “When 
Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!” and “See A 
Flash, Dash Inside!” You do not want to be 
outside during a thunderstorm. Rather, you 
want to be inside in a sturdy building or hard-
topped vehicle. Stay in your safe place until 
30 minutes after the storm has passed.  
      Here are additional tips if you find yourself 
caught in the outdoors when a thunderstorm 
is near and you can’t immediately seek 
shelter: 
 

- Avoid open fields, the top of a hill or ridge top.  
- Stay away from tall objects such as tall trees. 
- If you are in a group, spread out to avoid the electric current traveling between group members.  
- If camping, set up camp in a valley or other low area. Remember that a tent does not provide protection from lightning.  
- Avoid water, wet items and metal items. Water and metal are good conductors of electricity.  

 
Ultimately, seeking shelter is the best course of action as the safest place to be is inside! 
 
For more lightning safety information: visit the NWS lightning safety pages at:  
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/summer-lightning-sm 
https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning-safety 
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