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BQCA Trainings
e April 1st at 6pm, or April 25 at 10am OR 6pm
KENTUCKY A . 0
BEEF QUALITY & CARE Mercer County Extension Office RSVP required
ASSURANCE

What is Beef Quality and Care Assurance?

The Kentucky Beef Quality & Care Assurance (BQCA) Program is based on recommended national guidelines
and scientific research. This program enables beef and dairy producers to enhance their product, maximize
marketability and strengthen consumer confidence. Kentucky Beef Quality and Care Assurance takes national
BQA practices one step further to provide the best program for Kentucky producers. The BQCA program adds
a cattle handling and care component to the training model. Educational modules provide the best
management practices for handling cattle and providing their well-being, while also training on the core
principles of BQCA.

APRIL FUN FACTS
For all the car enthusiasts

Lean Green Lettuce Tacos

8 large lettuce leaves % pound extra lean 1 tablespoon finely

1% cup cooked brown ground beef chopped cilantro out there, Ford unveiled their

rice 1 small zucchini, chopped 1.te_aspoun lime 'Fi rst Mustang on APYH 17,
3% cup fresh corn kernels 1 ounce packet low- Juice .

1cup canned blackbeans,  sodium taco seasoning 1 tomate, chopped 1964, COStlhg $2,368

drained and rinsed 4 ounces low sodium 1 small red onion,

1 tabl live oil tomato sauce chopped

espoonoed After a 1,500-year break, the
Wash and dry lettuce leaves. juice to the cooked rice. Place first O(ymplcs of the modern
Prepare rice according package equal amounts of rice mixture and .
directions. Cut corn off cob. Drain taco mixture into lettuce leaves. era tOO}Q P[ace on AP”[ 6/
and rinse black beans. In a skillet, Top each taco with chopped tomato 1896 (‘n Athens
’ .

heat the oil to medium; add ground and onion
beefand begin to cook, When beef
begins to brown, add zucchini, corn
and black beans to skillet. Continue to  Nutritional Analysis: 180 calories,
cook until vegetables are tenderand 4.5 gfat, 1 g saturated fat, 20 mg
beefis done. Do not overcook. Add in  cholesterol, 350 mg sodium, 23 g
taco seasoning and tomato sauce and  carbohydrate, 4 g fiber, 5 g sugars,

Yield: 8 servings

April is Humor Month,
so laugh it up!

heat through. Add cilantro and lime 12 g protein.
Cooperative MARTIN-GATTON COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT
- 5 Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status
EXteH‘SIOH Semce and will not diseriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religlon, politcal belief, sex, é
sexmal orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status,
Agriculture and Natural Resources physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Reasonable accommodation of disability Disabilities
Family and Consumer Sciences may be available with prlor n.utlce. ngr:m information may be made available in languages other than English. hath dated
4-H Youth Development University of K L y State Ul ity, US. Department of Agriculture, and Kentucky Counties, Cooperating. . with prior natification

Community and Economic Development Lexington, KY 40506


https://www.thefactsite.com/ford-motor-company-history/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-17/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-6/
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HORSE FARM MMGEMENT —
PRACTICES

EVENT SCHEDULE

5:00 - Registration

5:30 - Fencing

6:00 - Composting

6:30 - Pasture Renovations

7:00 - Meal from Mercer County Cattlemen

Registration - FREE!

Advanced registration is appreciated at
https://QH2Mercer.eventbrite.com

or scan the QR code

Venue

Far Cry Farm is a 37 acre horse farm
that has been breeding Thoroughbreds
and Irish Sport Horses for more than

20 years. In recent years, they have a2 ﬁ u%

invested in alternative fencing options, 1 . - &5 ‘E“
pasture renovations and a state-of- et ﬁ# r 3'{ *! # F‘%‘* ! |.
the-art on farm composting facility. i m%;' A “‘; A “I':'“ (AR _\f

Martin-Gatton

College of Agricuiture,
Food and Erovronmient
Litisseraity of Harduckw

Cooperative 5 PM - 8 PM

Extension Service

APRIL

ENTUCKY AGRICULTURAL
(P L1 & i [

This event is organized by UK Forage Extension, UK Equine Extension and Mercer
County Cooperative Extension and funded by the Kentucky Agricultural

Development Fund with special thanks to our host, Far Cry Farm. FAR CRY FARM

Cooperative MARTIN-CATTON COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT 365 PHILLIPS LAMNE
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Backyard

i Poultry Basics
il

1

di

April 9 at 6:00pm

This program will cover the basics of
raising backyard poultry from housing to

nutrition and more! If you’re interested in starting a
small flock for meat or eggs, then this class just
might be for you!

Mercer County
Extension Office

~ RSVP to 859-734-4378

All About Eggs
April 30 at 10:00am

Do you find yourself with an abundance of eggs
B from your backyard chickens? Are you interested in
buying eggs in bulk to save money? This class will teach you all
about eggs! From the structure and nutrients of an egg to unique
ways to cook eggs and safe ways to preserve eggs.

% Callegs CF Aeticultirs Mercer County Extension Office
Food wironment
ewows ™ 1007 Lexington Road—Harrodsburg, KY 40330
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Not Enough to too Much...Managing
Spring Grass

Chris D. Teutsch, University of Kentucky Research
and Education Center at Princeton

In March, we often find ourselves wringing our hands
waiting for grass growth to start and a short time later
. our pastures are out of control! Spring can often be
one of the most difficult times of the year for graziers.
- Grass growth goes from nonexistent to excessive in a
| matter of weeks and if you are properly stocked

| grazing livestock can have a hard time keeping up
with it.

o Implement rotational grazing. To fully utilize the spring flush of pasture growth YOU must be in control of
grazing. In a continuous grazing system, the cows are in charge. By utilizing rotational stocking, you start to
make decisions. Implementing a rotational stocking system may be as simple as closing gates or stringing up
polywire.

o Start grazing before you think the pastures are ready. One of the most common mistakes that graziers
make is waiting too long to start grazing. If you wait until the first paddock is ready to graze, by the time you
reach the last paddock it will be out of control. Starting early allows you to establish a “grazing wedge”.

¢ Rotate animals rapidly. It is important to realize that grazing pastures closely and repeatedly as they initiate
growth in early spring can reduce production for entire season. Therefore, it is important to keep animals
moving rapidly through the system. The general rule is that if grass is growing rapidly then rotation should be
rapid to keep grass in a vegetative state.

e Do not apply spring nitrogen. Applying nitrogen in the spring will make the problem of too much grass at
once even worse. In many cases you are better off to apply nitrogen in late summer or early fall to stimulate
growth for winter stockpiling.

e Remove most productive paddocks from rotation and harvest for hay. Graze all paddocks until the
pasture growth is just about to get away from you and then remove productive paddocks from rotation and
allow to accumulate growth for hay harvest.

e Increase stocking rate in spring. If it is possible, a good option for utilizing spring growth is to increase
your stocking rate. This will allow you to harvest more of the available forage and convert it into a saleable
product. This can be done by adding some stockers or thin cull cows to your rotation and then selling them
when pasture growth slows. If you are in a fall calving system, you are better positioned to take advantage of
spring growth since calves will be larger.

e Even out seasonal distribution of forage by adding a warm-season grass. Adding a well-adapted
warm-season grass that produces the majority of its growth in July and August would allow you to concentrate
grazing on your cool-season paddocks during periods of rapid growth (spring flush). After cool-season grass
growth is slowed by higher temperatures in late spring and early summer, animals can be shifted in the warm-
season paddocks for summer grazing.

e Bush-hog out of control pastures. The benefits of clipping include maintaining pastures in a vegetative
state, encouraging regrowth, and controlling weeds. Clipping pastures costs money, so make sure that the
primary reason for bush-hogging is pasture management, not aesthetics.

o Stockpile out of control pastures for summer grazing. Although forage quality decreases as the plant
matures, the quality of spring stockpiled pasture is sufficient for dry cows and in some cases result in
reasonable gains on growing animals during summer months. This is especially true if using novel endophyte
tall fescue and pastures were clipped at the early boot stage to promote vegetive regrowth. This could be a
cost-effective and simple way to provide additional grazing during summer months.

When it comes to grazing operations, there is not one size that fits all. What works for you may not work for
your neighbor. The key is figuring out what works on your farm and implementing it in a timely manner.
Hopefully one or more of the above tips will help you deal with the “quandary of spring grass”!
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Save the Date-Upooming Forage Loents

2024 Spring Fencing Schools

Hands on school focusing on the installation of fixed
knot woven wire fence and electrified smooth high
tensile fance.

April 23 in Morehead, KY

April 25 in Mayfield, KY

2024 Beginning Grazing School
Mot sure where to start? This school is designed to
provide you with the tools needed to establish a

profitable and sustainable grazing system.
April 30-May 1 in Princeton, KY

Electric Fence Troubleshooting School

This school is designed to provide students with tips on
installation of new and troubleshooting of existing
electric fencing.

June 12 in Morgantown, KY

Heart of America Grazing Conference

The focus of this conference will be regenerative
grazing. The conference will include a preconference
workshop on pasture ecology and post conference
pasture walk. Speakers include Ray Archuleta, Alan
Franzluebbers, Matt Poore, and more!

October 15-Preconference workshop on pasture
ecology (optional)

October 15 & 16-HOA Grazing Conference

October 17-Regenerative Pasture Walk at Big Springs
Farm in Adolphus, KY (optional)

Intermediate Grazing School o Save your
This school is a continuation of the beginning grazing . spot...
school. It is designed for people already grazing and will
explore topics more in depth.

September 25-26 in Versailles, KY

Register
Today!!!

Scan QR Code, visit https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events, or contact Caroline Roper at 270-
704-2254 or Caroline. Roper@ukyv.edu for more information on upcoming events.




Total Solar Eclipse Will Dazzle on April 8th!

By Jane Marie Wix — National Weather Service Jackson, KY and Derrick Snyder - National Weather Service Paducah, KY

During the afternoon hours of Monday, April 8th, a spectacular celestial event will pass through the country — a
total solar eclipse of the sun! The eclipse on April 8th will cross a good part of the southern, central, and
northeastern portion of the country, including portions of far Western Kentucky. A large part of the Ohio River
on the west half of the Commonwealth will be just outside of the totality. The map below is courtesy of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and shows the path of the eclipse and what time it will
reach locations in its path. For places in the path of totality (where the Sun will be completely obscured by the
Moon), the sun will be covered between roughly two and four minutes.

4 \Why do eclipses occur anyway? On Earth,
the Sun appears about 400 times larger in
the sky than the Moon does. However, the
Sun is also about 400 times further away
from Earth than the Moon is. This unique
planetary positioning allows for special
occurrences where the Moon perfectly
obscures the Sun in what we call an
eclipse. Solar eclipses only occur when the
positions of the Sun and Moon align just
right to block the sun. This alignment
happens rarely because the orbit of the
Moon around Earth is not a perfect circle.
In reality it is more like an oval. For this
reason, the next total solar eclipse visible
in the U.S. will not be until 2033 in Alaska!

Will the weather cooperate for the eclipse? TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE

The biggest obstacle to seeing a solar April 8, 2024
eclipse is cloud cover. The timing of the PENUMBRA,
eclipse in early April presents a challenge, , LMBRA S

as this can be a cloudy time of year in ; 7 .
much of the country, including across | \\ Ig’-
Kentucky. Most areas usually have at least _ 2

half of the sky covered by clouds, and | - ‘ -
locations near the Great Lakes can see _ i OON A “v
much cloudier conditions, with upwards of — L K
75% of the sky covered by clouds on an . ' TOTAL ECLIPSE” « EARTH
average day. PARTIAL ECLIPSE”

Even if the clouds do not cooperate, seeing a total solar eclipse is truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience! If you
are in the path of totality, you may feel the temperature cool a few degrees as the sun becomes increasingly
covered. Birds and insects will often become quiet and behave as they would at dusk. When totality arrives,
the sun is completely covered! You may even be able to see the chromosphere (a layer of the sun’s
atmosphere) and the sun’s corona (the outer layer of its atmosphere - appears as white streamers or plumes of
ionized gas that flow outward into space).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April 11
April 16
April 22
April 25
April 30

May 2
May 6
May 14
May 27

Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 6:00 PM

Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7:00 PM, Mercer Co. Public Library
Mercer County Ag Development Council Meeting, 6:00pm

Growing Strawberries, 6:30pm

Backyard Poultry Basics, 6:00 PM

Horse Farm Management Practices Field Day, Far Cry Farm

Freezer Jam, 10:00am

Earth Day

Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 10 AM or 6 PM

All About Eggs, 10:00am

Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM

Conservation Field Day, Don Sayre Farm &
UK Wheat Field Day, Princeton %{PCO}’VH 4,
o0

Memorial Day, Extension Office Closed CYCEVENTS X T



