
 

  

   

 

BQCA Trainings  
April 1st at 6pm, or April 25th at 10am OR 6pm 
Mercer County Extension Office    RSVP required  

What is Beef Quality and Care Assurance?  
The Kentucky Beef Quality & Care Assurance (BQCA) Program is based on recommended national guidelines 
and scientific research. This program enables beef and dairy producers to enhance their product, maximize 
marketability and strengthen consumer confidence. Kentucky Beef Quality and Care Assurance takes national 
BQA practices one step further to provide the best program for Kentucky producers. The BQCA program adds 
a cattle handling and care component to the training model. Educational modules provide the best 
management practices for handling cattle and providing their well-being, while also training on the core 
principles of BQCA. 
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APRIL FUN FACTS 

For all the car enthusiasts 
out there, Ford unveiled their 

first Mustang on April 17, 
1964, costing $2,368. 

 
After a 1,500-year break, the 
first Olympics of the modern 

era took place on April 6, 
1896, in Athens. 

 
April is Humor Month,  

so laugh it up! 

https://www.thefactsite.com/ford-motor-company-history/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-17/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/april-6/


  



  



Not Enough to too Much…Managing 
Spring Grass 

Chris D. Teutsch, University of Kentucky Research 
and Education Center at Princeton 

In March, we often find ourselves wringing our hands 
waiting for grass growth to start and a short time later 
our pastures are out of control!  Spring can often be 
one of the most difficult times of the year for graziers. 
Grass growth goes from nonexistent to excessive in a 
matter of weeks and if you are properly stocked 
grazing livestock can have a hard time keeping up 
with it.   

• Implement rotational grazing.  To fully utilize the spring flush of pasture growth YOU must be in control of 
grazing.  In a continuous grazing system, the cows are in charge.  By utilizing rotational stocking, you start to 
make decisions. Implementing a rotational stocking system may be as simple as closing gates or stringing up 
polywire.   
• Start grazing before you think the pastures are ready.  One of the most common mistakes that graziers 
make is waiting too long to start grazing.  If you wait until the first paddock is ready to graze, by the time you 
reach the last paddock it will be out of control.  Starting early allows you to establish a “grazing wedge”.   
• Rotate animals rapidly. It is important to realize that grazing pastures closely and repeatedly as they initiate 
growth in early spring can reduce production for entire season. Therefore, it is important to keep animals 
moving rapidly through the system. The general rule is that if grass is growing rapidly then rotation should be 
rapid to keep grass in a vegetative state.      
• Do not apply spring nitrogen. Applying nitrogen in the spring will make the problem of too much grass at 
once even worse.  In many cases you are better off to apply nitrogen in late summer or early fall to stimulate 
growth for winter stockpiling.    
• Remove most productive paddocks from rotation and harvest for hay.  Graze all paddocks until the 
pasture growth is just about to get away from you and then remove productive paddocks from rotation and 
allow to accumulate growth for hay harvest.  
• Increase stocking rate in spring.  If it is possible, a good option for utilizing spring growth is to increase 
your stocking rate.  This will allow you to harvest more of the available forage and convert it into a saleable 
product.  This can be done by adding some stockers or thin cull cows to your rotation and then selling them 
when pasture growth slows. If you are in a fall calving system, you are better positioned to take advantage of 
spring growth since calves will be larger.   
• Even out seasonal distribution of forage by adding a warm-season grass.  Adding a well-adapted 
warm-season grass that produces the majority of its growth in July and August would allow you to concentrate 
grazing on your cool-season paddocks during periods of rapid growth (spring flush).  After cool-season grass 
growth is slowed by higher temperatures in late spring and early summer, animals can be shifted in the warm-
season paddocks for summer grazing.    
• Bush-hog out of control pastures.  The benefits of clipping include maintaining pastures in a vegetative 
state, encouraging regrowth, and controlling weeds.  Clipping pastures costs money, so make sure that the 
primary reason for bush-hogging is pasture management, not aesthetics.   
• Stockpile out of control pastures for summer grazing.  Although forage quality decreases as the plant 
matures, the quality of spring stockpiled pasture is sufficient for dry cows and in some cases result in 
reasonable gains on growing animals during summer months.  This is especially true if using novel endophyte 
tall fescue and pastures were clipped at the early boot stage to promote vegetive regrowth.  This could be a 
cost-effective and simple way to provide additional grazing during summer months.   
When it comes to grazing operations, there is not one size that fits all. What works for you may not work for 
your neighbor. The key is figuring out what works on your farm and implementing it in a timely manner. 
Hopefully one or more of the above tips will help you deal with the “quandary of spring grass”!  

 



  





Total Solar Eclipse Will Dazzle on April 8th!  
By Jane Marie Wix – National Weather Service Jackson, KY and Derrick Snyder - National Weather Service Paducah, KY 

During the afternoon hours of Monday, April 8th, a spectacular celestial event will pass through the country – a 
total solar eclipse of the sun! The eclipse on April 8th will cross a good part of the southern, central, and 
northeastern portion of the country, including portions of far Western Kentucky. A large part of the Ohio River 
on the west half of the Commonwealth will be just outside of the totality. The map below is courtesy of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and shows the path of the eclipse and what time it will 
reach locations in its path. For places in the path of totality (where the Sun will be completely obscured by the 
Moon), the sun will be covered between roughly two and four minutes.  

Why do eclipses occur anyway? On Earth, 
the Sun appears about 400 times larger in 
the sky than the Moon does. However, the 
Sun is also about 400 times further away 
from Earth than the Moon is. This unique 
planetary positioning allows for special 
occurrences where the Moon perfectly 
obscures the Sun in what we call an 
eclipse. Solar eclipses only occur when the 
positions of the Sun and Moon align just 
right to block the sun. This alignment 
happens rarely because the orbit of the 
Moon around Earth is not a perfect circle. 
In reality it is more like an oval. For this 
reason, the next total solar eclipse visible 
in the U.S. will not be until 2033 in Alaska! 

 

Will the weather cooperate for the eclipse? 
The biggest obstacle to seeing a solar 
eclipse is cloud cover. The timing of the 
eclipse in early April presents a challenge, 
as this can be a cloudy time of year in 
much of the country, including across 
Kentucky. Most areas usually have at least 
half of the sky covered by clouds, and 
locations near the Great Lakes can see 
much cloudier conditions, with upwards of 
75% of the sky covered by clouds on an 
average day.  
 

 

Even if the clouds do not cooperate, seeing a total solar eclipse is truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience! If you 
are in the path of totality, you may feel the temperature cool a few degrees as the sun becomes increasingly 
covered. Birds and insects will often become quiet and behave as they would at dusk. When totality arrives, 
the sun is completely covered! You may even be able to see the chromosphere (a layer of the sun’s 
atmosphere) and the sun’s corona (the outer layer of its atmosphere - appears as white streamers or plumes of 
ionized gas that flow outward into space).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April 1                 Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 6:00 PM 
April 4                  Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7:00 PM, Mercer Co. Public Library 
April 4   Mercer County Ag Development Council Meeting, 6:00pm 
April 8   Growing Strawberries, 6:30pm 
April 9                  Backyard Poultry Basics, 6:00 PM 
April 11               Horse Farm Management Practices Field Day, Far Cry Farm 
April 16  Freezer Jam, 10:00am 
April 22               Earth Day 
April 25                Beef Quality & Care Assurance Training, 10 AM or 6 PM 
April 30  All About Eggs, 10:00am 

 

May 2     Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 
May 6     Conservation Field Day, Don Sayre Farm 
May 14   UK Wheat Field Day, Princeton 
May 27   Memorial Day, Extension Office Closed 
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