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Has your garden started to explode? We were lucky to get rain this past week to give 

everything that boost it needed! Summer is flying by and it is already time for County Fair! 

Now through July 19th you can register all of your floral hall items. See the insert in this 

newsletter for the link to register. Happy Gardening! 

                                                                                                                                                       

 Jessica Bessin,  

Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture  

                                                          NOTICE 

Public Notification of Procedure for Filing a Complaint: 

The Cooperative Extension Service prohibits discrimination in its programs and employment on the basis of race, 
color, age, religion, gender, disability, or national origin. 

To initiate a complaint at the college level, contact Tim West in the Business Office at 859-257-3879. At the 
University level, Terry Allen and Patty Bender in the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity  
(859-257-8927) may be contacted. Additionally, employee or clientele complaints involving any research or 

extension sponsored program or activity may be directed to the USDA, Director Office of Civil Rights,  
Room 326-W Whitten Bldg., 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 (202-720-5964). 

Roseslugs 

 Has something been munching on your rose bushes this summer? You 
might be dealing with one of our common rose pest called the Roseslug. 
Roseslugs create skeletonizing damage, feeding on the soft parts of the leaf, and 
leaving behind the veins. When they are small, they usually leave behind a thin 
papery layer in the feeding area, creating a windowpane like effect. As they 
mature, they can chew entirely through the leaf. You can see both types of 
damage later in the season. The damage resembles Japanese beetle damage to 
rose leaves but starts earlier in the year. 

 Roseslugs are a type of sawfly wasp. Sawflies are stingless wasps, and their immature forms can be pests of 
a variety of plants. Some other famous sawflies include the pine sawflies and the white oak slug sawfly. The adult 
wasps look different from other wasps as they lack the traditional “wasp waist”, a constriction in the connection 
between the thorax and the abdomen, sawflies have a broad waist. Adult sawflies are not often noticed in the 
landscape.  

 Though they all superficially resemble caterpillars, we can differentiate these immature wasps from 
immature moths or butterflies by counting the “prolegs.” Prolegs are the small fleshy legs that occur after the main 
three legs on the insect’s thorax. Caterpillar prolegs have crochets (little hooks at the tip of the proleg) and they 
have five pairs or fewer. Sawflies have no crochets and will have five or more pairs of prolegs.  

 Spinosad and insecticidal soap can manage infestations of roseslugs. 
These products need to be applied directly onto the larvae, so the pest must 
first be located on the plant. These products are also organic. Non-organic 
options to treat foliage with include bifenthrin, carbaryl, permethrin, and 
cyfluthrin. Sometimes, roseslugs are mistaken for caterpillar pests, which could 
lead to them being treated with Bt, a common organic caterpillar insecticide. 
As these pests are wasps and not caterpillars, there will be no control using Bt. 
Source: Dr. Jonathan Larson, UK Entomology Specialist.  

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!!! 

Mercer County Farmers Market  

Open Saturdays from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM and Wednesdays from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Fort Harrod Garden Club-See flyer above for more info.  

Floral Hall Registration-July 1st-July 19th 

Registration officially opens to start entering all of your items for 2023 Mercer County Floral Hall. 

Floral Hall Registration Help– July 10th and 14th, Mercer County Extension Office  

See insert for more details.   

Integrated Pest Management Class-July 13th, Mercer County Public Library 12:00 PM 

See insert for more details.  

Floral Hall Volunteer Orientation– July 21st, The Stable at the Fairgrounds 10:00 AM  

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club – July 31st, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest updates and announcements! 

Mercer County Agriculture Field Day– August 8th, 6:00 PM 

More details to follow in August newsletter.  

Kentucky State Fair– August 17th—27th, Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville KY  

Tomato Leaf Roll  

 I have had many calls recently about tomatoes wilting or rolling their leaves. 

Many are concerned this is a disease or insect issue. However, leaf roll is a very 

common environmental issue that we see yearly.  

 An environmental stress is usually the culprit for leaf roll. These stressors 

could be too much nitrogen, water, heat, drought, severe pruning, transplant shock, 

root damage, and temperature change. The bottom leaves are usually the first ones to start rolling up toward the 

mid-vein on the leaf. This can occur any time during the growing season, but we are more likely to see it when we 

transition from spring to summer. Indeterminate varieties of tomatoes are also more likely to have symptoms of 

leaf roll. 

 The positive thing is, even if your leaves start to roll, this will not affect the tomato plants growth or 

production.  We can’t prevent temperature changes or how much it rains, but there are a few things you can do 

to prevent leaf roll. Try to provide and maintain consistent moisture (this will help with blossom end rot, too), 

avoid over fertilizing, and avoid transplant shock by making sure to properly harden off transplants.  

 There are a few other conditions that often get confused for leaf roll that are much more harmful to 

tomato plants. Virus can cause leaves to twist and roll, but will also have a couple of other distinguishing 

symptoms. Another issue that can cause tomato leaves to roll is herbicide drift, 2-4D especially. This herbicide 

will cause the leaves to roll downward and the leaves to twist as well. 

 If you have a tomato plant that is starting to curl its leaves you can always send me a picture via email at 

Jessica.Bessin@uky.edu. Follow the link below for more information on tomato leaf roll and other issues that can 

cause tomatoes leaves to roll.  https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/tomato-leaves-rolling/  

https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/tomato-leaves-rolling/





