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Did you know that no U.S. President has 

ever died in the month of May?   

However, there have been six to die in the 

month of June. 



 



Spring Weather Can Bring Heavy Rain and the Risk of Flooding    
Derrick Snyder – National Weather Service Paducah, KY 

As we head deeper into spring, we want to talk to you about something that's on our minds this time of year: 

flash flooding. Now, we know Kentuckians are no strangers to heavy rain and overflowing creeks, but it's 

important to be prepared for the worst. 

What can you do to be prepared before, during, and after a flash flood? Here are tips to keep in mind: 

1. Keep your eyes and ears open: Listen for weather reports and stay alert for any signs of flooding in 

your area. If you see water starting to rise, don't wait until it's too late to take action. 

2. Have a plan in place: Talk to your family about what you would do in case of a flood. Make sure 

everyone knows how to get to high ground and where to meet up if you get separated. 

3. Don't take any chances: Never try to drive or walk through flooded areas. The water might look shallow, 

but it could be a lot deeper and faster than you realize. It only takes 12 inches of water to cause your 

vehicle to lose traction, and only 6 inches of water to sweep you off your feet. 

4. Get your homestead ready: If you live in a flood-prone area, make sure you have sandbags or other 

barriers on hand to protect your home. Keep your gutters clean and your downspouts pointed away 

from your house. 

5. Stay safe during the flood: If a flash flood does happen, get to higher ground as quickly as possible. 

And if you have to wade through water, be sure to wear rubber boots and stay away from downed 

power lines to avoid a shock hazard. 

There's one more thing you can do to help keep your community safe during floods: report rainfall 

measurements to the National Weather Service. Measuring and reporting rainfall can help the Weather Service 

better predict flooding and issue alerts for flash floods. 

Here's how to do it: 

1. Get a rain gauge: You can buy a rain gauge at a hardware store or online. Make sure it's placed in an 

open area away from trees or buildings. You can obtain a high-quality rain gauge by becoming an 

observer with a nationwide network known as the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow 

Network (CoCoRaHS). Learn more at cocorahs.org or call your local National Weather Service (NWS) 

office.  

2. Measure rainfall: After a rainfall event, go outside and check the gauge. Write down the amount of 

rainfall in inches, to the nearest hundredth of an inch. Don’t forget to dump your gauge so it’s ready for 

the next event! 

3. Report the measurement: You can report the rainfall measurement to the NWS by calling your local 

weather office or by visiting their website. Be sure to include your location, the amount of rainfall you 

measured, as well as the period for which you measured the rain. 
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May is National Beef Month 

May 2     Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 

May 6     Conservation Field Day, Don Sayre Farm 

May 14   UK Wheat Field Day, Princeton 

   Soils 101, 5:30pm 

May 18  Mercer County Dairy Breakfast, 7-10:30am 

May 21  UK KATS Clinic 

May 27   Memorial Day, Extension Office Closed 

 

June is National Dairy Month 

June 1                 Harrodsburg District Dairy Show, Mercer County Fairgrounds 

June 3                  Sheep/Goat Production 101, 6 PM 

June 8                  Harrodsburg 250th Parade 

June 13-15         Harrodsburg 250th Festival 

June 19               Juneteenth, Extension Office Closed 

June 20               Summer Begins 

June 27               UK Pest Management Field Day 
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